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An Editorial 


Has The Church Left Her Knees? 


The recasting of our church’s executive agencies 
seemed to be necessary in order to meet the changed 
conditions that time inevitably brings about. Num- 
bers of new executives have been added to the 
various boards for the sake of efficiency, and to 
secure greater results for the Kingdom. 


Doubtless, these different department and board 
heads are essential. They are men and women who 
are specialists and they are efficient in their several 
spheres. 


We have absolutely no criticism to offer either in 
their placement or of their personalities. We have 
all confidence in the judgment of those who selected 
them and in their ability to do the work to which 
they have been assigned. | 


But the question arises as to the results to be 
secured by this great army of workers. Of course, it 
is too early to compare “the cost of operation” with 
the yield of results. 


Yet, I wonder if the Church herself is not over- 
looking the great essential in her preparation for 
service? Has she, with all of her apportioned and 
trained experts, forgot something? Does she realize 
that after all it is not the perfect mechanism of an 
engine alone that pulls the cargo, but that the steam 
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... We Wonder... 


must be in the chest and the electricity pulsing 
through its splendid system? 


Does the Church recall that “it is not by might 
nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of 
Hosts?” Is the Church relying too much upon its 
mechanics, and not enough upon the power of God? 
The Psalmist connected the “day of God’s power” 
with the “willingness of the people.” That “willing- 
ness” can come only from His power. : 


The question remains: are we willing to depend 
upon His power? Are we, as a Church, bearing our 
splendid and efficiently manned organization to the 
throne of grace? 


Many years ago, a great Laymen’s Missionary 
Convention was held in Birmingham, Ala. The pro- 
gram had been meticulously planned and was con- 
ducted from beginning to end with clock-like preci- 
sion. It was a highly successful convention. When 
we were congratulating one of the program directors 
on the wonderful results, he said, “Did you know 
that there was an unbroken prayer chain from the 
opening to the closing moment of the meeting?” 


“That.” he said, “was the secret of our results.” 


The Church prostrate before God will give 
efficiency to our organization and will make it do 


great things for His Kingdom. —W.H.F. 
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CHINESE COMMUNISTS TRIUMPH | 
IN THE DISMISSAL OF GENERAL DOUGLAS MacARTHUR THE PRIMARY |] 
ISSUE IS NOT THE DISMISSAL OF A GREAT MILITARY LEADER, AD- |) 
MITTEDLY SOMEWHAT OF A PRIMA DONNA. THE ISSUE WHICH IS SO |) 


DISMALLY SERIOUS IS THE CAPITULATION TO THAT GROUP OF AP- 
PEASERS OF CHINESE COMMUNISM, HEADED IN THE STATE DEPART- 
MENT AND NOW AIDED BY THE BRITISH-FRENCH-CANADIAN BLOC IN | 
THE UNITED NATIONS. | 
GENERAL MacARTHUR SEES THE IMMEDIATE NECESSITY AND THE 
SOUND REASONS FOR A NATIONALIST INVASION OF CHINA—A PEOPLE | 
DISILLUSIONED AND READY TO WELCOME GENERAL CHIANG BACK— | 
AND HE URGED THAT POLICY. ; 
THE PRESENT COURSE CAN WELL MEAN THAT CHINA IS FINALLY | 
LOST TO COMMUNISM, THE BALANCE OF WORLD POWER TURNED OVER 
TO RUSSIA, AND THE ULTIMATE RUIN OF AMERICA AND THE FREE | 
WORLD. 
THUMB-NAIL SKETCH OF AMERICA TODAY—WE RETURN TO MEXICO |_ 
AN AMBASSADOR DEEPLY INVOLVED IN POLITICAL SCANDAL, IF NOT 
ACTUAL CRIME. WE DISMISS ONE OF OUR GREATEST MILITARY 


LEADERS—ALTHOUGH HE IS RIGHT. —L.N.B. 
(MORE NEXT WEEK) 


EDITORIAL to young people in high school and college that here | 


we have a scientific record and that not one thing in ! 


J Chri that record conflicts with known facts of science. lj | 
esus rist nor could it, for here God has given us, by revela- | | 
The Same—Yesterday— tion, something which man can never know in any . | 
Today—And Forever other way. 
Modern criticism says that the Book of Genesis is | 
Ith a myth and the Book of Revelation a mystery. | 
although all of his training and many years of ex- - 1: > .. 
been entirely ia Where does such thinking come from? In Genesis 
— we have the sentence of Satan pronounced; in Reve- | 
of scientific endeavor. \ 
lation we have it executed. Could there be any con- - 
But, as we have recently restudied and taught the nection between these facts? Has the Devil changed? | 
first three chapters of Genesis in our Sunday School From what source did the words, “Yea, hath God | 
Lessons we have yearned to shout from the housetops said,’ come? What is the source of these same words |. 
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echoing down the corridors of our high schools and 
colleges today! 


We yearn for our young people because their 
text books are filled with statements purporting to be 
facts which are hypotheses (guesses) only. The 
unscientific methods of some “‘scientists” is amazing ; 
in fact we find a statement, unbased in fact, repeated 
as fact, wifhout reference to source of statement, 
and then passed on until it has the aura of established 
scientific truth. 


The “reconstructed” missing links of our mu- 
seums are admitted by reputable scientists to be fig- 
ments of the imagination, but young people visiting 
these museums think they are seeing something based 
on scientific discovery. Years ago we had a cook in 
China whose skeleton, should he ever be dug up, 
may prove the joy of those looking for the missing 
link. His head, as well as his body, had many char- 
acteristics closely resembling the ape. These ‘“‘re- 
constructions” from one isolated bone are absolutely 
unscientific. For instance, osteomyelitis, a disease of 
the bones, can cause tremendous outgrowths of new 
bone. We once removed the entire lower jaw of a 
woman—it was in her mouth as a single piece of 
dead bone, including the articular processes and 
condyles—while she had at the same time a new jaw 
which had developed during the long period of in- 
flammation which caused the death of the original 
jawbone. We have removed enormous portions of 
the femur, the product of osteomyelitis. Or, take the 
acromegaliac or giant. If any of these unusual bony 
structures should be excavated in the years to come 
it would be absolutely unscientific to reconstruct a 
skeleton according to those measurements and char- 
acteristics and present the result as a scientific find, 
indicative of the men, apes or transition creatures of 
another age. 


We write of this because we are anxious that 
Christian students should approach the Genesis 
record with confidence in their hearts. Nothing has 
done more to destroy Christian faith in young people 
than unbelievers, sitting in the professors chair, 
teaching a theory which renders null and void the 
revelation God has given us of the origin of this 
world and of man. 


The true scientist knows that as he goes back and 
back he finally comes to a place of ultimate origins 
and he knows that here he is outside the sphere of 
observation and even deduction. It is here that reve- 
lation comes in. God gives us in the Genesis record 
an account of beginnings, not as a discovery but as a 
revelation. 


Suppose the Bible account had fitted in with the 
science of 100 years ago? Well, science has now 
found that many “assured facts’ of past generations 
are no longer tenable. But, as science discovers truth 
that truth always coincides with the Scriptural 
record. 


But, someone naturally asks: ““What about the 
findings of geology; what about fossil remains; how 
can they be reconciled with the Biblical record which 
would indicate this world has been inhabited only a 
few thousand years?” ‘“‘What about the dinosaurs? 
What about the mastedons? What about the ice age 
and the glaciers and the obvious change in climate; 
the cataclysm which imprisoned tropical vegetation 
in the earth in the temperate zones and which gave 
us our coal ?” 


Here again facts do not conflict with the Genesis 
record. Read the first verse of the first chapter— 
then the second verse. Does this not even suggest a 
great hiatus of time which elapsed between these 
two verses? Whether some great catastrophe oc- 
curred after the original creation, making the earth 
without form and void, we do not know. There is 
strong reason to think that such (read Jeremiah 
4+:23-26) was the case. How long darkness was upon 
the face of the deep we will not know this side of 
eternity. But, those two verses should be a great help 
to men searching for scientific facts. The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom and no scientist 
can go back looking for ultimate origins or first 
causes and ignore God (Who in the beginning cre- 
ated the heaven and the earth) without doing so to 
his own academic confusion. 


Creation itself is a word which applies to God 
alone. He only can bring something out of nothing. 
Man has made and is making wonderful discoveries, 
but, he only discovers laws which already exist from 
the fiat of Almighty God. He only uses materials 
and their combinations which have existed since God 
made them. True science also recognizes the fact 
that inability to explain a thing does not make it 
untrue. 


Some scientific “discoveries” are comparable with 
that of the little boy who informed his father that 
he had just found out where horses came from. On 
being questioned he said that blacksmiths made 
horses, that he had just seen Mr. Smith finishing 
one, nailing his feet on. 


From the historical and the spiritual standpoint 
the Book of Genesis not only gives us the origin of 
man and matter, it also turns a clear light on sin 
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and its origin, sorrow and death and God’s love and 
plan for the redemption of fallen man. In fact, with- 
out the Genesis record the Christian would be left 
without an explanation of many things so necessary 
in an intelligent faith. 


Finally, no Christian need assume the defensive 
attitude and feeling of inferiority complex because 
he feels that the Genesis record is either untrue or 
unscientific. Where there are questions let them 
rest—time and ultimate scientific findings will cor- 
roborate that which God has revealed. 


In the meantime, never forget that the One who 
in the beginning created this world is also the One 
who came back to this world to redeem it unto Him- 
self. And, He is the One Who is coming again. 

—L.N.B. 


The Law And The 
Gospel - Or The Gospel 
And The LawP 


We have gotten so much in the habit of speaking 
of the law and the Gospel in that order that it may 
surprise us to be told that Calvin’s Catechism, the 
Heidelberg Catechism, and the Shorter Catechism 
all have the reversed order, the Gospel and the Law. 
Something may be said for either order, and there 
are times and occasions when one should precede 
and other instances when the other should come 
first. 


For one thing, there are three uses of the law, 
namely, (1) to convict of sin and so lead to the 
Redeemer, (2) to restrain transgression even among 
the unregenerate, and (3) to guide the Christian 
life. Naturally, the law precedes the Gospel when 
it is serving as a schoolmaster to lead to Christ; 
while it follows the Gospel when in gratitude for 
God's saving work we are seeking to do His will. 
The one is suggested by this text, ‘by the law 
cometh the knowledge of sin’’; the other by this, “if 
ye love ME, ye will do MY commandments.” 


It is important, however, that we put God first 
and man second in all of our thinking. For the 
Bible, God is first; for paganism, man. Augustine 
starts with God, Pelagius with man. 


Currently, Professor Trinterud is pointing out 
that the covenant as stated by Calvin puts the 
emphasis on God and the obligations He _ has 
graciously made to fulfill His saving promises to His 
people; while some Rhineland and Puritan teaching 
stresses the human obligations of the covenant. 


Let us beware lest we drop into pagan or Pelagian 
ways of thinking that God cannot do unless our do- 
ing first permits Him to act. There can be such an 
emphasis put upon what man must do either in 
stressing the conditions of the covenant, or in magni- 
fying our obligations of stewardship of possessions as 
to present a limited impoverished God, who is not 
the living LORD of hosts. It is possible to lay down 


a 


three, four, five or six rules by which to decide 
whether or not one is a spiritual man; that is, 
whether or not he is regenerate, and end by being a 
legalist. 


Of God are we in Christ Jesus who is made unto 
us wisdom of God and righteousness (justification), 
and sanctification, and redemption. All the grounds 
of our confidence are in Jesus Christ, in what He 
did for us here on earth in His obedience and 
suffering in our stead. 


But at the same time that we take Christ for 
justification we also take Him for sanctification. 
Our trust is in Christ for us, yet except Christ be in 
us we do not anchor in Christ for us. And sanctifica- 
tion is not first our doing in order that then God 
may be permitted by us to do. It is God working in 
us to will and to do of His good pleasure. It is as 
God engrafts us into Christ that His gracious new 
life works out in us. 


The Gospel is the power of God unto salvation, 
that is, both faith and salvation are the outworking 
of God’s power. Faith is not best defined as a con- 
dition of salvation, Christ met all the conditions and 
our Confession better says that faith is the instru- 
ment of our laying hold on Christ. Faith is the 
evidence that God is working out His salvation in 
us. Therefore, it is both a receptive and an active 
power. As Calvin put it, faith is the evidence that 
God is for us. 


Now there is no true faith without obedience and 
no true obedience without faith. Paul speaks of the 
obedience of faith. And when we say that a man is 
justified by faith without works, the last phrase goes 
with justification not with works. We are justified 
without works by faith alone; but justifying faith 
works by love. Luther in Galatians shows that faith 
works obedience to the law, but at the same time it 
leads the believer to keep all of his confidence in 
Christ and what He did, none in our imperfect 
keeping of the law. It leads a man not to pat himself 
on the back, but to glorify his Saviour. 


Having treated of the Christian Faith according 
to the Shorter Catechism we now want to follow 
with a study of The Ten Commandments according 
to the same catechism. And we are embolden to 
undertake this work at this time, partly because of 
the requests for the same, and partly because the 
Women of the Church are making a special study of 
the Ten Commandments this year. We plan, then, 
to follow this introductory editorial with a study of 
one of the questions of the Shorter Catechism, 39- 
83, each week. We ask the prayers of God’s people 
that the writer may have wisdom to deal with the 
difficulties involved in thinking and acting according 
to God’s revealed will. 


The study of our Christian duty goes together 
with the earlier work in expounding Christian faith. 
An old Scottish minister wrote: “If I were asked in 
what book a clear outline of the Christian faith 
might be found and studied, I would at once say, 
‘In the first thirty-eight questions of the Assembly’s 
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Shorter Catechism.’ But if I were asked for a 
practical guide, to lead men to Christ, and to train 
them in holiness, I would say, ‘Begin at the thirty- 
ninth question, and be guided with those that follow 
onward to the end.’ ” —Wnm. C. R. 


Should The Church 
Lobby In Washington? 


‘lo some it may come as a shock to find that for 
years representatives of the Federal Council of 
Churches, the Methodists and others, have main- 
tained offices in Washington for the specific purpose 
of influencing legislation. 


To others it will appeal as a worthy phase of the 
Church’s general program. They will say that cer- 
tainly the influence of the Church needs to be felt in 
our legislative halls. 


Dr. Luke Ebersole has recently written a book, 
Church Lobbying In The Nation’s Capital (Mac- 
millan, $2.75), which goes into considerable detail 
regarding the lobbying activities of the Church in 
Washington. 


That the Church should exert pressure on our 
government in specific realms goes without question. 
But, Southern Presbyterians have no desire to put a 
blank check in the hands of individuals working for 
legislation about which good and _ conscientious 
Christian men differ. 


Strange to say, there is little evidence that in re- 
cent years the Church has pressed for legislation ré- 
lated to morals—the place where pressure is needed. 
On the other hand, lobbying for social legislation 
goes on all the time. Many Christians, particularly 
in the South, are convinced that the proposed 
F.E.P.C. legislation would not only be unjust but 
also do irreparable damage. And yet a representative 
of the Federal Council went before a committee of 
Congress and said he was officially speaking for the 
constituents of that organization in favor of the 
legislation. 


To many Christians the right approach is through 
the election to office of Christian men who will vote 
for righteousness, regardless of who it hits. These 
same Christians believe that the exercise of personal 
pressure, as citizens, is the proper way to make the 
influence of the Church felt. 


There are times too when the action of a church 
group is indicated on matters of moral welfare, 
liquor, gambling, obscene literature, ete., etc. But, 
to us it seems the height of presumption for lobbyists 
to try to influence legislation on such matters as 
foreign policy where, in the nature of the case, there 
are great areas of information open only to accred- 
ited officials of the government. More than that, it 
is presumptious for church lobbyists to undertake to 
speak for the Church on matters of taxation and 
social legislation where the underlying issue is 
neither spiritual or moral. 
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It is this attempt of church leaders whose concep- 
tion of the Church, when all is said and done, is 
very much that of the Catholic Church, to bring the 
Church into the area of politics which many of us 
deeply resent. 


Because a Church is part of a large co-operative 
Protestant group should not mean that without 
either its knowledge or consent it is to be involved 
in an organized lobby in Washington, said lobby ap- 
parently using its own judgment, even bias, to pres- 
sure for or against pending legislation. 


ur own General Assembly, including the Gen- 
eral Assembly of 1950, has repeatedly taken strong 
exception to such political activities on the part of 
representatives of the Federal Council without avail. 
Now with the added prestige of the National 
Council as a background there is grave danger that 
these lobbyists will add tempo to their activities. 


We will be wise to ascertain just what is going on. 
Certainly there should be a shift from the undue 
emphasis on social legislation to the realm where 
the Church is primarily concerned—the moral and 
spiritual welfare of our nation. The apathy of the 
past should be replaced by both righteous indignation 
at present conditions and righteous zeal for their 


change. —L.N.B. 


“The Door Was Shut” 
(Matt. 25:10) 


As one reads the Bible there are many things 
which stand out with startling and sobering reality. 
Before the backdrop of God’s infinite love, and His 
complete redemption for the sinner in Jesus Christ, 
there stands the stark truth of the certainty of judg- 
ment of the unrepentant and the fact that for each 
individual there comes a time and a point from 
which there is no returning. 


If Christ is the only way of salvation—and He is; 
if man must choose while yet there is time—and he 
must; if there is entrusted to the Church alone this 
wonderful message of redemption—and such is the 
case: then how important is the task and how urgent 
its execution! 


How secondary too should be everything else com- 
pared with winning men to Christ and developing 
them in their Christian faith and daily living! We 
want a better world. There is but one way to have 
it—by having more Christians who are both the salt 
and the light of the world. 


Anxious for social betterment we must remember 
that only Christians can produce a Christian social 
order. Impatient for results there is yet no short 
cut. It means winning them, one by one, to the 
Christ who will make them new creatures. 


With this tremendous task before us let us put 
first things first. Some day the opportunity of wit- 
nessing will end. Some day the door of salvation will 


be closed. —L.N.B. 


“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart 


and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. wr 


This is the first and great commandment 
And the second is like unto it, Thou 


shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.’ 


Ten 


according to 


Lhe Shorter Catechism 


Introduction. In order to make this study helpful for 
the Women of the Church we are beginning with 
the 45th rather than the 39th question. We hope, in 
this way, to get the catechetical discussion before the 
Church by the time the first commandment is 
studied in the circles, and sometime later to come 
back and take up the questions 39-44. 


In accord with His covenant of grace to Abraham, 
the Lord delivered Israel from Egypt and brought 
the nation unto Himself (Exodus 20:2 ;19:4-6;34: 
5-7.) Likewise the Psalmist (105, 106, 136) speaks 
of God's dealings at Sinai as a step or stage in His 
covenant dealings with His people; while our Lord 
(Mert. +:10;15:3ff) and His Apostle (Rom. 7:12) 
recognized the sanctity of the moral law and sought 
to deepen its significance (Mr. 5:17-28, Jn. 14:15). 


As in the opening words of the summary of the 
law (Dt. 6:4) the LORD identifies Himself as our 
(sod, so He pretaces the “Ten Commandments with 
the gracious words: “I AM JEHOVAH THY 
GOD, which have brought thee out of the land of 
Eyvpt, out of the house of bondage.” 


Our obligation to obey grows out of His mercitul 
dealings with us. The Bible order is grace and 
yratitude. Because the great I AMI has loved even 
us and made Himself our forgiving Lord, our 
yracious Father, our blessed Redeemed, therefore 
thankfulness calls on us to do His will. And He has 
revealed His will in the whole of His Word, but 


for our present study, especially in the ten words. 


Question 45. Which ts the first commandment? 
Answer: The first commandment is, Thou shalt 
have no other gods before me. 


God is first in the Bible, first in the ‘en Com- 
mandments, first in the great commandment, first in 
the Lord’s Prayer, first in the angel chorus over 
Bethlehem, first in the Apostles’ Creed. Is He first 
in our thinking? 


In the Church’s great test during the Nazi dom- 
ination of Europe, she found again that the real 


By Dr. William Childs Robinson 
Professor of Historical Theology 
Columbia Theological Seminary 


question is the first commandment. Hitler demanded 
that the Church worship his state and its gods of 
race, blood and soil. Communists are demanding that 
the Church behind the Iron Curtain worship or put 
first their program of changing the economic or 
business order. In our own thinking it is very easy 
to give first consideration to men, and the duties of 
right and of kindness we owe them, instead of letting 
God come first. 


Sometimes we get so wrapped up in the human 
side that we let God find any place He can, and 
even give a wrong slant to the true thought of God. 
And so without meaning to do so our human 
interests put God in the second place, and a second 
place God is not the one only living and true God. 
When Satan tempted our Lord Jesus, offering him 
all the kingdoms of the earth if He would worship 
him, Jesus answered: ‘Thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy God and Him only shalt thou serve.” 


In the Preface to the commandments, God Him- 
self speaks, | AM. No idol can say that, for idols are 
only imaginary gods. They may have mouths but 
they speak not; and ears but they hear not. The true 
God who has so graciously spoken to us in Christ is 
the living Lord, the everlasting Thou, the great I 
AM. He is first and He asks that we give Him 
His true place. Put God first, and second, third, 
and forth things fall into their proper order. In 
Christ God is for us, let us be for God first, then 
God directs us to do justly and love mercy. 


Q. 46. What is required in the first commana- 


ment? 


A. The first commandment requireth us to know 
and acknowledge God to be the only true God, and 
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our God, and to worship and glorify Him accord- 
ingly. 


“Solomon, my son, know thou the God ot 
thy father, and serve Him with a perfect heart 
and a willing mind.” Hear, O Israel, the first 
and the great commandment is this: the LORD 
is thy God, the LORD alone, and thou shalt 
love the LORD thy God with all ... Give 
unto the LORD the glory due unto His name; 
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. . . 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
Thy name ... Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


God has made us with minds to know Him, with 
mouths to confess Him, with bodies to worship Him, 
and with hearts and lives to glorify Him. We come 
to know God as we receive the revelation He has 
given of Himself in His Word, culminating in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the brightness of His glory and 
the express image of His person. We acknowledge 
the one only, living and true God who has caused 
the light of the knowledge of His glory to shine for 
us in the face of Jesus Christ, and we reject the 
dream gods men make up out of their own imagina- 
tion or speculation. The idols of the nations are 
nothing, our God has made the heavens; yes, and 
has come down out of those heavens for us men and 
for our salvation. 


‘The Most High has made Himself our God by 
making us and constantly upholding us with His 
blessings. But more than that, God has made Him- 
self our God by putting us into Christ Jesus and 
making Him to be unto us wisdom from God and 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption; 
that according as it is written, He that glorieth, let 
him glory in the LORD. Philosophers spend time 
talking about the worth or value of man, the Bible 
and the catechism speak instead of the worth of God. 
For worship means to count worthy of all trust, 
love, confidence, honor, majesty, and glory. Wor- 
shipping is adoring God for what He is, praising 
Him for what He has done for us, thanking Him 
for His blessings to us, asking Him for the things 
we need, trusting Him where we cannot fathom, 
confessing to Him our sins, and taking refuge in 
the righteousness of the Saviour He has given us. 
“Unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb, be the blessing and the honor and the 
glory and the dominion, for ever and ever.” 


The secret of assurance consists in not letting the 
things we do not know upset our confidence in the 
things we do know. “I love the Lord, because | 
know Him; I adore Him because | cannot compre- 
hend Him,” wrote Gregory of Nazianzan. We do 
not know God completely, but we do definitely 
know that God tells the truth, and that the truth- 
telling God promises to forgive our sims for Jesus’ 
sake. As the Holy Spirit enables us to put these two 
things together, He gives us the blessed assurance 
that God is our merciful heavenly Father and that 
we are His forgiven children. 
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PROPOSED PLAN UNION: 


1. PREAMBLE 


ELIEVING in the essential oneness of the 

Church of Christ; remembering the historic 
lines that bind us to revered ancestors who wit- 
nessed valiantly for the truth as it is in Jesus and 
through whom has come to us a common heritage of 
Christian faith and doctrine; recognizing that the 
differences that separated the Church in Scotland 
in the eighteenth century no longer exist and that 
we adhere equally to the Reformed doctrine, Pres- 
byterian polity, forms of worship, evangelism, and 
the world-wide mission of the Church; observing 
the unity and friendship of our congregations that 
have existed through the years, occupying the same 
yeographical area and being mutually helpful; de- 
siring to prove faithful in the custodianship of this 
inheritance, and aiming only for the glory of God in 
the higher advancement and wider extension of His 
Kingdom on earth; believing also that a union of 
these bodies would mean the increase of missionary 
endeavor in home and foreign fields, and would en- 
courage the United Church to greater missionary 
effort; knowing that our work for the cause of 
Christ can be more efficiently and effectively ac- 
complished unitedly than separately; desiring to 
obey the will of Christ, our King and Head, to 
strive towards unity as a witness of our oneness in 
Him before an unbelieving world; we, the members 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
and of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, through our accredited representatives, do 
find a common standing ground in the following 
statement; and upon the basis of these fundamental 
truths we recommend that our ecclesiastical bodies 
arrange for organic union. 


[1. CREEDAL STATEMENT 


1. The doctrinal standards held in common by 
these two Churches, namely, the Westminster Con- 
fession of Faith, as revised by the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, the Larger Catechism 
and the Shorter Catechism, shall be the doctrinal 
standards of the United Church. 


2. These standards are to be interpreted in their 
natural and obvious meaning, and no one shall be 
ordained to teach or preach in the united Church 
who cannot give an unqualified assent to the doc- 
trinal system contained in these standards. 


3. The Book of Church Order of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States shall be the basis of 
government, worship and discipline, in the united 
Church. 


4. In the ordinance of praise it is agreed that 
while the Psalms of the Bible are accredited for 
permanent use, other forms of hymns true to the 
spirit and teaching of Scripture are properly em- 
ployed. Each congregation in the united body shal] 
be allowed the same liberty which it now enjoys in 
the matter of congregational singing. It is hoped 
that in the next Manual of Praise issued by the 
united Church a considerable number of Psalms 
may be included. 


III. CONSTITUTION AND AGENCIES 
1. The supreme judicatory of the United Church 


shall be the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States. Its Synods and Pres- 


byteries will include all congreyations of the Ass»- 
ciate Reformed Presbyterian Church according to 
their geographical locations. It is fully understood 
that no self-supporting local Church belonging to 
either denomination will be discontinued or merged 
with another local congregation without its consent. 


2. It is understood that the Presbyterian Board 
of World Missions will assume the responsibilities of 
the Foreign Mission program of the Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church and acquire the -per- 
manent funds of the latter. It is agreed that three 
members from the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Synod be invited by the Board of World Missions to 
sit in a consultative capacity for a period not to ex- 
ceed two years. 


3. The Board of Church Extension of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States shall receive any 
permanent funds of the A.R.P. Church designated 
for Home Missions and shall assume current obliga- 
tions of the A.R.P. Synod for this purpose. It is 
agreed that three consultative members of the 
A.R.P. Church sit with the Board of Church Exten- 
sion for a period not exceeding two years. 


4. It is understood that the Woman’s Synodical 
Union of the A.R.P. Church shall maintain the over- 
sight of all the work which it now supports until the 
Board of Women’s Work for the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States may be able to assume 
these obligations and until the merger of the wo- 
man’s work of both denominations be united in a 
manner satisfactory to both groups. 


5. The Young People’s Work of the A.R.P. 
Church shall be taken under the care of the Board 
of Education of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States and carried on under the auspices of 
the latter as an integrated work. 


6. The Board of Annuities and Relief for the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States will 
undertake to provide for the ministers of the Asso- 
ciate Reformed Presbyterian Church the best pos- 
sible program for pensions and relief. This shall 
include placing such ministers on the rolls for Min- 
isterial Relief if needed and also working out the 
most advantageous plan for assuring such ministers 
of the maximum benefits from the ministerial insur- 
ance and annuity funds which have been provided 
by the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. 
The United Church will investigate a group insur- 
ance policy in order that the ministers of the Asso- 
ciate Reformed Presbyterian Church who carry the 
group policy now supported by this Synod may be 
able to continue such insurance in the United 
Church. 


Speciric DETAILS 
l. Erskine College 


In view of the distinguished service rendered for 
more than a hundred years by Erskine College, both 
in the field of general education and in the specific 
training of ministers, it is highly desirable that the 
institution be maintained with its name and loca- 
tion. It is recommended that it have its own self- 
perpetuating board of trustees and that the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States give it an assured income of $50,000 annu- 
ally for a period of ten years. It is recognized that 
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Assembly support for a college is not in line with 
the regular policy and it is recommended here as an 
exception for a limited period. It is understood that 
Erskine Theological Seminary and the Woman’s 
College are included with Erskine proper. The en- 
dowment and plant assets are to be exelusively 
under the control of the board of trustees. 


2. Bonclarken 


Bonclarken Conference and Assembly Grounds 
has proved its value through the years in providing 
inspirational meetings and developing Christian 
character. We recommend that it be operated by a 
self-perpetuating board composed largely of those 
whose generous gifts have made the Conference 
Grounds possible. We further recommend that the 
United Church encourage the continued use of Bon- 
clarken by young people’s organizations and by 
other religious groups desiring suitable facilities for 
conferences and conventions. 


3. The Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian” 


The union of the two denominations shall in no 
manner affect the continued publication or circula- 
tion of weekly periodicals, women’s missionary mag- 
azines, Sabbath School literature, and other ma- 
terials. It is agreed that those of the Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian Synod and those of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States may solicit 
subscriptions in the whole territory of the Church 
until such time as the Board of Education for the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States and the 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church may mu- 
tually agree to operate on some other basis. It is 
recommended also that the agencies of the United 
Church utilize as far as possible the facilities of the 
Due West Press for general printing. 


4. Dunlap Orphanage 


It does not seem likely that two orphanages will 
ve needed by the United Church in the State of 
Tennessee. It is recommended that as soon as pos- 
sible a special committee of three members from 
each of the uniting denominations be appointed to 
confer with all interested parties and to make ap- 
propriate recommendations to the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States. 


5. Church Property 


Any particular congregation which belongs to 


the General Synod of the Associate Reformed Pres- 


byterian Church prior to the proposed union may 
determine by means of a duly called congregational 
meeting to dissent and remain outside of the United 
Church. Proper notice of such meetings shall be 
given publicly from the pulpit of such a congrega- 
tion at regular services of worship on two succes- 
sive Lord’s Days and by the mailing of a notice of 
the meeting, stating its purpose, to all communicant 
members of the congregation not less than fifteen 
days prior to the date of meeting. One-third of the 
communicant members of the congregation shall 
constitute a quorum for such a meeting, and only 
communicant members present shall be é@ntitled to 
vote. The question shall be put: “Shall this congre- 
gation dissent from the Union of the Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church and the Presbyterian 
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Church in the United States?”” The vote shall then 
be taken by secret ballot, and a two-thirds majority 
of all communic members present shall be re- 
quired to dissent fr the union. The number of 
ayes and nays and the total number of communicant 
members present at the meeting shall be properly 
recorded and certified by the presiding officer and 
the clerk of the meeting and by three witnesses of 
each group voting in the affirmative or the nega- 
tive, and such certificates shall be sent to the Pres- 
bytery of jurisdiction. The Presbytery shall in turn 
certify the action to the next General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States for 
the union. Insofar as any claim to ownership of 
local church property by the General Synod is con- 
cerned, congregations so dissenting from the Union 
shall retain or receive from the General Synod by 
deed of gift ownership and custody of their prop- 
erty, provided that all loans made prior to union by 
the General Synod of the Associate Reformed Pres- 
byterian Church or any of fs boards and agencies 
shall have been satisfied. 


It is agreed that the provisions of this article as 
to dissent by congregations shall be in force for a 
period of one year only from the date of union and 
that they shall not be construed as modifying or 
nullifying in any manner the rights of ownership in 
church property or the ecclesiastical or civil rights 
of individual church members under a Presbyterian 
form of government as established by ecclesiastical 
and civil law. 


V. PLAN OF 


1. It is understood that the agreement for union 
shall be presented at the next meeting of the Asso- 
ciate Reformed Presbyterian General Synod and 
also to the next meeting of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States. 


2. Upon the general approval of this proposed 
basis of union by the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States and the Gen- 
eral Synod of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, the following categorical question shall be 
sent down in overture to the I’resbyteries of the two 
Churches: 


“Shall the union of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States and the General Synod of 
the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church 
be consummated upon the basis of union as 
prepared by the Committee on Co-operation 
and Union of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States and the Committee to Study Re- 
union of the General Synod of the Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian Church, and as filed 
with the clerks of the General Assembly and 
the General Synod of the two Churches?” 


3. Each Church will follow its constitutional proce- 
dure in presenting the categorical question that is 


Erskine College at present receives 
around $49,000 a year from the General 
Synod and alumni friends. Its enrollment 
ranges near an average of 500 students. 
Founded in 1839, Erskine College has an 
outstanding faculty. Dr. R. C. Grier is pres- 
ident. | 


followed in making a constitutional change in 


church government and doctrine. 


Vi. CONCLUSION 


The joint-committee in submitting its report 
would express its profound satisfaction in finding 
as a result of its investigation that the two denomi- 


nations are in thorough accord as to their doctrina! 
standards and practically identical in methods of 
administration. The members of the joint committee 
are deeply gratified at the fraternal spirit and har- 
monious conclusions prevailing in all its meetings. 
They would pray God’s blessing upon the considera- 
tion given by each denomination to the results of 
the work which has been jointly done. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR APRIL 29 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Settlement In Canaan 


Scripture: Joshua | 71-9; 24; Judges |-2; 
21:25. Devotional Reading: Joshua 1 :1-9. 


The settlement in Canaan naturally divides itself into two periods: the Time of Joshua, and the Time ot 
the Judges. During the lifetime of their great leader the people were loyal to God, but after his death a gen 
eration arose “which knew not the Lord”; they did evil in the sight of the Lord, departing from Him, and 
were often in distress and even in subjection to the heathen around them. 


It is easy for a nation to degenerate and deteri- 
orate, to become weak and be defeated. Germany is a 
striking example in our own day. Sin brings national 
disaster as well as personal ruin. Is there not a 
solemn warning for us in America? We seem to feel 
that nothing can destroy such a great and prosperous 
country. Let us remember that sin can do it, even in 
a generation. A generation which knows not the 
Lord can bring defeat and disaster. How important 
to train our children to “know the Lord!” 


I. The Time of Joshua: 
Joshua 1:1-9; 14: 24. 


No man, not even a Moses, is indispensable. 
When Moses dies, Joshua takes his place, and 
Joshua is better fitted than Moses for the task at 
hand. He had been Moses’ “right hand man,” a 
soldier and patriot. He and Caleb were the two spies 
out of the twelve who had the faith and courage to 
counsel the Israelites to go up and possess the land 
when they first approached the borders, and they 
were the only two of that generation who were 
allowed to enter the land after the 40 years of 
wandering in the wilderness. 


1. His Call: 1:1-9. It consisted first of a command: 

Now arise, go over this Jordan.” He was the ap- 
pointed leader of Israel, but he was “under orders” 


from God Who was the Commander-in-Chief. 


The command is followed by two promises: (1) 
there was the promise of the land: ‘“‘every place that 
the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I 
given unto you, as I[ said unto Moses,” (2) a 
personal promise: “there shall not any man be able 
to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was 
with Moses, so will I be with thee: I will not fail 
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thee, nor forsake thee.” What a blessed promise! 
He knew so well from personal experience how God 
had been with Moses. 


This promise is followed by an_ exhortation. 
Joshua had his part to perform. “Only be thou 
strong and very courageous ... This book of the law 
shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt 
meditate therein day and night ... for then shalt 
thou make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt 
have good success.” 


Joshua’s response to this call is immediate and 
wholehearted. (see verses 11 and 12, and the follow- 
ing chapter). 


2. His Success: Chapter 14. Vhe intervening chapters 
tell of his brilliant campaigns and victories, marred 
only by the shameful defeat at Aai and the hasty 
league with the Gibeonites which got them into 
trouble. We often get into trouble when we do not 
ask counsel of the Lord. I expect that if we had 
prayed about it we would never have made a league 
with Communist Russia. 


There follows the distribution of the land among 
the different tribes. The Levites were not given any 
inheritance, for they were to have charge of the 
Tabernacle, and the worship. Two tribes and a 
half, Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh, 
had already been allotted their portion on the other 
(east) side of the Jordan. 


In Chapter 14 we have a most interesting story of 
the request of Caleb. He was not a great general 
like Joshua, but he was a great soldier, and a man ot 
faith and personal courage. No finer eulogy could 
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be pronounced upon the man than these thrice- 
repeated words: “Thou hast wholly followed the 
Lord thy God.” Not even Joshua himself could have 
won higher praise. In these words we have a picture 
of the man. 


His request tor his inheritance is both unique and 
inspiring. He is now an old man, $5 years old, and 
vet a vigorous, strong, courageous man. Instead of 
asking for an easy allotment, he requests one of the 
most difficult places to conquer, the “mountain of 
viants,” and is given Hebron for an inheritance, 
and he proceeds to conquer this stronghold. (Evi- 
dently they did not, or could not, retire men at 70, 
in Caleb’s day!) Some men are young at 85, and 
some are old at 50 or 60. 


3. His Farewell Message: Chapter 24+. It would be 
well to compare this with other “farewell speeches,” 
especially those of Moses and Samuel. 


There is a brief and inspiring review of their 
national history and the marvellous way in which 
(jod had delivered them and blessed them. 


This was followed by a personal declaration of his 
own decision and purpose: “As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.” 


Then there is an earnest exhortation to them to 
serve the Lord, at the same time reminding them 


that it is not an easy thing: “Now therefore, put. 


away, said he, the strange gods which are among 
you, and incline your heart unto the Lord God of 
Israel.” So Joshua made a covenant with the people 
that day. (Compare with what Moses and Samuel 
did). Suppose our leaders today would try as earn- 
estly to get our people to “‘put away our strange 
” 
vods,” and serve the Lord! 


There follows the account of the death of Joshua, 
at the age of 110 years, and this revealing statement : 
“And Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, 
and all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, 
and which had known all the works of the Lord, 
that He had done for Israel.” 


ll. The Time of the Judges: 


Judges 1-2; 21:25 


Verse 21:25 is a yood summary of conditions 
under the judges; “In those days there was no king 
in Israel: every man did that which was right in his 
own eyes.” In other words, there was chaos and con- 
fusion: we might call it the “dark age’ of Israel’s 
history. Neither Moses nor Joshua was a “king,” but 
both were great leaders. Israel was a theocracy: God 
was Ruler, and these men were His “vice-gerents,”’ 
so to speak. When Joshua died there seemed to be no 
outstanding man to take his place. | would like to 
call attention to some of the more evident facts as 
we find them in chapters | and 2. 


1. It was a time of continued warfare. Joshua had 
conquered the land and broken the power of the 
heathen nations. In two brilliant military campaigns 
he divided and destroyed the bulk of the armies of 
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Canaan. There were still lands to be possesed and 
foes to conquer. 


2. ‘The Israelites seemed neither to have the will 
or the wisdom or the courage to complete the victory, 
and carry out God’s orders. In chapter 1 :27-36 we 
have this oft-repeated phrase, “neither did—drive 
out.’’ God had commanded complete destruction, for 
He knew what would be the result if any of these 
corrupt people remained in the land. First, they 
would continue to harrass, be thorns in the side of 
Israel, and by “guerilla warfare,” vex, and some- 
times subjugate God’s people. Second, the Israelites 
would be tempted to serve the “strange gods” of 
these nations. 


3. These results followed. It is indeed a sad story 
of sin and idolatry, of defeat and oppression, of re- 
pentance and crying out to God in their misery, of 
deliverance by a “judge,” and then, at the death of 
the judge, a repetition of the sad story. Some of these 
“judges” were local leaders, and more than one 
would be ruling at the same time. The character of 
these men varied. Some were good, others a strange 
mixture of good and evil, of weakness and strength, 
like Samson. All of them were characterized by 
faith in God, as we see from the eleventh chapter of 
Hebrews. 


Samuel, the last, and best of the judges, was a 
‘*king-maker” and Israel became a monarchy. 


I would like for us to get two practical lessons. 
1. A lesson for the Church. We ought never to be 
content with half-way victories, or with compromises 
or “appeasement” of false religions. Christianity ts 
exclusive. 


2. A lesson for us personally. Let there be no 
‘‘appeasement” of our personal sins. We are never 
safe until all sin is eradicated, every idol cast out, 
and God is resigning alone, and reigning supreme in 
our hearts and lives. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


VESPER TOPICS FOR APRIL 29: 


REV. W. G. FOSTER, D.D. 


What Can We Do? 


wd ue Lig 


Atter examining the tacts of the Presbyterian Church in the South last week, we now come to a program 
in which we seek to study our own church and see wherein the local church of which we are a member ha, 
failed. Finding out, the next thing is: “What Can We Do?” Of course. we must find some practical thing: 
to do, but unless we do them with true Christian motive and spiritual understanding, they will not be pro 
ductive of lasting results that will be pleasing to God. One of the Scriptures given as part of the program ot 
worship is a good one to study to see this attitude and find this understanding. 


Scripture Lesson - Philippians 2:1-13 
The Christian's Danger - V 1-4 


Often times we Christians are conscious of what 
needs to be done and we go forth to do it, but 
because we do not do it in pure love for Christ, we 
do our work in strife and vain glory, that is, we do 
it in selfishness and conceit in order that we might 
brag of what we have done and by comparison show 
that we have done better than some others have 
done. Such an attitude is unChristian and mars the 
very good we might be doing. 


2. The Christian’s Attitude - V 5-8 


The Christian’s attitude must always be that 
same attitude that Christ had. Christ was in eternal 
fellowship with God, the Father in Heaven, and 
had every right to remain in that fellowship. 


But Christ saw the drastic need of the human 
race in its lostness and its deadness; therefore, He 
came down to earth in the form of a servant and 
suffered the desolate agony of a lonely death upon 
the Cross in order that He might bear away the sins 
of the world and redeem every man who would be 
willing to put his trust in Him. He came into the 
world not to serve His own interests, but to com- 
pletely sacrifice His own interest in suffering for 
others, that He might save and redeem others. 


You and | as Christians must always live and 
serve in such a way that we sacrifice our own 
interests in order that our loving, sacrifical service 
might be the means of bringing others to salvation 
and redemption in Christ. Any other motive is, at 
the best, secondary and, at the worst, unChristian. 


3. The Christian's Assurance - V 9-1} 


-Because God accepted what Christ did in His 
self-humbling death on the Cross, He exalted Him 
by resurrection to the right hand of God, and Christ 
shall sit there until God’s purposes through the 
church are complete. Then Christ shall return as 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords and every knee 
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shall bow. and everv tongue shall confess that Christ 
is Lord. 


We serve today a Christ whom the world rejected 
and crucified. As we serve we find that many among 
the people of the world still reject Christ, but we 
keep on serving because we have the assurance that 
ultimately victory will be with Christ and that no 
labor of ours is empty and useless, for in that day 
every work will be seen to have had its full effect. 
and every labor will be rewarded by our returning 


Lord. 
4. The Christian's Responsibility - V 12-16 


The Christian has a responsibility to work out his 
salvation with reverence and trembling, not because 
he in himself must cultivate and develop a moral and 
spiritual life, but because a Christian has received 
salvation by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
through that salvation God is working in the heart 
of the Christian. 


‘To work out our salvation, then, is simply to co- 
operate with God who works within our hearts when 
we trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. We must then be 
able to say as we serve, “It is not I, but Christ.” 
Every Christian should live and serve with the 
testimony of Paul ringing in his heart, “I have been 
crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ liveth in me, and that life I now live in the 
flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God who loved 


me and gave Himself for me.” 


When we serve in this assurance and accept this 
responsibility, we will not do things from selfishness 
and from conceit, but we will do them withou: 
grumbling and questioning as children of God who 
give Christ the pre-eminence that is His alone. 


SUGGESTIONS 


Follow your program in Presbyterian Youth a: 
outlined. When you come to the Scripture, do more 
than read the passage in Philippians. Take time to 
study it and examine your own attitude and action: 
in the light of the truth there set forth. 
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Looking Toward Christian 
Family Week May 6-13, 1951 


Many worthwhile civic and religious organiza- 
tions must depend in large measure upon an annual 
“emphasis” week to promote and solicit support for 
the causes which they undertake for God and 
humanity. Even when we arrive at the point of wish- 
ing that there could be just one week sometime with- 
out an “emphasis” we still are thankful for the spirit 
of love and brotherhood which moves these organi- 
zations to promote their causes, and we are glad that 
we can share in their worthy objectives. 


Because of these numerous “emphasis” weeks it is 
easy for a person to think of Christian Family Week 
as “another one of those weeks” and so profit little 
by a week which could mean much to them and the 
family in which they live. 


Christian Family Week is not planned by either 
professional or volunteer church workers to provide 
workers with a special opportunity to approach the 
Christian family, for such a brief approach would 


be almost useless. It is instead promoted with the - 


hope that Christian families will take time during 
the week to think of the basic importance of Chris- 
tian living in the home, while also carefully con- 
sidering the changes which could be made in their 
home life to make it more Christian. 


Moments of family worship will provide an ideal 
setting for this endeavor knowing that whatever we 
do and whatever we plan to do will fail unless we 
let God be in on our plans from the beginning, 
knowing that unless there is an opportunity for Him 
to speak we will never know His will, and knowing 
too that unless there is a willingness on our part to 
forsake in His presence those things harmful to 
family life we will not likely forsake them for long. 
We could find no better time to face our family life 
than when gathered as a family in God’s presence. 


In homes where family worship has not become a 
regular part of family living the leaders of the 
family can use the special Family Week devotionals 
available for Christian Family Week. These will 
guide those who have not yet learned the tremend- 
ous values of family worship experience. 


Other homes may find it easier to simply add to 
their customary methods of worship momenfs when 
family life can be evaluated. 


But neither group should allow the week to go by 
as simply “another week.” It should have meaning 
tor the whole year. 


—William P. Anderson. 
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GOWNS 


-Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
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~ ational: | 


MISSISSIPPI 


JACKSON ... 


Belhaven truly means “college life at its 
best.”” Located in a historic, beautiful and 
progressive city, this four-year, fully ac- 
credited Presbyterian college for women 
provides a wholesome, well balanced aca- 
demic, social and religious life. Christian 
atmosphere congenial associa- 
tions ... sound scholarship ... artistic 
and vocational training ... healthful re- 
creation ... cultural opportunities ... mod- 
erate expense ... these are some of the 
things which are distinctive of Belhaven. 
Get the facts about Belhaven, and you'll 
want to make it the college of YOUR 
choice for next year. 


Write for Catalog and Viewbook 


Dr. G. T. Gillespie ... President 
Dept. E 


Seventeen Special Opportunities 
For Women Of The Church 


Under the direction of synodical presidents or 
special deans, fourteen Training Schools will be 
held this year dates for the first one May 7-12, at 
Coquina Hotel, Ormond Beach, Florida. Nine will 
be held in June, one in July, two in August (see list 
that follows.) The Training School for Snedecor 
Memorial Synodical is under the direction of Mrs. 
John L. Parkes, Assistant Secretary, Board of 
Women’s Work, and is open to members of churches 
in presbyteries other than the presbyteries that com- 
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pose Snedecor Memorial Synod. It is regarded as a 
Training School that is Assembly-wide rather than 
synodical-wide. The synodical president is assistant 
dean of that School. Alabama, Kentucky, and Tenn- 
essee do not have Training Schools but each of 
these synodicals participates in and cooperates with 
the synod in holding an adult conference, for a few 
days. Every synodical has within its own boundaries 
the opportunity for special study, worship and 
fellowship this year. 


Certain emphases to be made in the program of 
the Schools include Stewardship and Christian 
Citizenship, with Bible, Missions, Organization and 
Work of the Women of the Church, or Program 
Building as basic courses. Among the new courses 
included in the curriculum, Church Music will be 
offered in three Schools, and The Church in History 
in two. In some Schools these special emphases will 
be made through the courses offered, in others 
through special conference or evening address. 


It is of interest to note the large number of 
persons who have accepted invitations to teach in 
these Schools: sixty different people, including pro- 
fessional teachers, ministers, members of Assembly 
Boards, both Board and Staff members, and other 
accredited persons, are among the teachers for 1951. 


In addition to courses offered, each School and 
conference has planned for times of fellowship 
through recreation, evening programs, and informal 
gatherings. Worship is an important part of each 
School, some providing both morning and evening 
worship periods. Perhaps the thing that is most im- 
portant about the Schools is the intangible spirit 
which is felt and experienced by every person who 
attends one of them. It is true in these as in other 
experiences of life, ““After all it is the people who 
made the day glad.’”’ The people who come—the 
people who plan so well—the people who teach—the 
people who study and pray and play—the people 
who speak words that inform, inspire, and stir the 
hearts of others to higher levels of thinking, praying, 
living! 


Will you not plan to attend your own School or 
Adult Conference? Be one of the people who help 
to make the days glad for others! 


*Alabama, June 1-3, Judson College, Marion. 
Appalachia, June 4-9, King College, Bristol, Tenn. 
— June 11-16, Arkansas College, Bates- 
ville. 
Florida, May 7-12, The Coquina, Ormond Beach. 
Georgia, July 2-7, Wesleyan College, Macon. 
*Kentucky, 6-8, Centre College, Danville. 
Louisana, June 11-16, Silliman College, Clinton. 
Mississippi, June 25-30, Belhaven College, Jackson. 
Missouri, June 11-16, William Woods College, 
Fulton. 
North Carolina, June 7-13, Peace College, Raleigh. 
Oklahoma, June 11-16, O.P.C., Durant. 
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Snedecor Memorial, August 7-14, Stillman College, 
‘Tuscaloosa. 

South Carolina, June 11-16, Coker College, Harts- 
ville. 

*Tennessee, August 24-26, Nacome, Pleasantville. 

Texas, August 14-20, Mo-Ranch, Hunt. 

Virginia, July 30 - August 5, Massanetta Springs, 
Harrisonburg. 

West Virginia, June 4-9, Davis-Elkins College, 
Elkins. 


*Adult Conferences. 


CHURCH NEWS 


Report Given By 
World Mission Board; 
140 New Missionary Recruits 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (PN) — The following an- 
nouncements are from the April 3 meeting of the 


Board of World Missions here: 


140 new missionary recruits are promised for all 
fields this year. 


Rev. W. L. Caldwell, D.D., resigned from the 
Board of World Missions recently after completing 
37 years of service. 


Dr. and Mrs. C. Darby Fulton will go on June 
14 to Brazil to attend the Pan-Presbyterian Con- 
gress and Modus Operandi Committee. 


Rev. Paul Freeland, Secretary, Overseas Relief 
and Inter-Church Aid, will attend a Conference on 
Middle East Refugee Problems to be held in Beirut, 
Lebanon, May 1-8. 


Rev. D. J. Cumming, D.D., Educational Secre- 
tary, was recently appointed to serve on the North 
American Administration Committee of the World 
Council of World Christian Education and Sunday 


School Association. 


Dr. Cecil Thompson, of Columbia Theological 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga., has been invited by the 
Board of World Missions to visit the Brazil Mis- 


sion. 


Dr. T. Watson Street, Professor of Missions, 
Austin Theological Seminary, Austin, Tex., has 
been invited to be the inspirational speaker at the 
African Mission Annual Meeting to be held in No- 
vember. 


Dr. R. P. (Pete) Richardson, who has just re- 
turned from China, spoke to the Board at its April 
2 meeting on the situation in China. Dr. Richardson 
said he heard that Dr. Frank W. Price was in jail 
shortly after leaving Price in Shanghai. He did not 
believe the story was true, as there had scarcely been 
time since Richardson left Shanghai for Price to be 
arrested and the story to get out. A similar story run 
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by A. P. here has been discounted as an old rumor. 
However, Dr. Joseph Wilkerson, who is in Kashing, 
China, is under house arrest, Richardson said. 


All medical personnel including nurses are now 
permitted to return to Korea. 


Frances Stribling, of our China Mission, is ex- 
pected to arrive in San Francisco April 11 from 
Hong Kong. She was stationed at Hangchow. 


One couple and two women China missionaries 
were transferred by the Board of World Missions 
to Formosa. They will work with the Presbyterian 


Church of Canada there. 


One China missionary couple was transferred by 
the Board to Japan. 


Mrs. R. S. Gammon, of the East Brazil Mission, 


has retired after forty-two years of service. 


Miss Lucille Liddell was appointed to serve with 
the Evangelical Library and Publication House in 
Leopoldville, Belgian Congo. 


Rev. and Mrs. A. C. McKinnon have retired 
from active service in the Belgian Congo after 
twenty-nine years of service there. 


Reynolds, Former Missionary, 
Dies In Montreat Home 


MontTreaTt, N. C. (PN)—Rev. W. D. Rey- 
nolds, D.D., pioneer missionary to Korea, died at 
his home in Montreat on March 31, 1951. He is 
survived by his widow, who is the last living member 
of the first Presbyterian U. S. missionary group in 
Korea. 


Daniel Appointed 
Candidate Secretary By 
World Mission Board 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (PN )—Rev. Eugene Lewis 
Daniel, Abingdon, Va., has been appointed Candi- 
date Secretary of the Board of World Missions, ac- 
cording to an announcement today by Dr. C. Darby 
Fulton, Executive Secretary, Board of World Mis- 
sions. 


Mr. Daniels, who recently returned to this coun- 
try from Korea, is a graduate of Georgia Tech, 
Atlanta, Ga., and of Columbia Theological Semi- 
nary, Decatur, Ga. He served as a chaplain with the 
168th Infantry Regiment, 34th Division, during 
World War II. After the war he served for a vear 
as Special Representative of World Relief Cam- 
paign. He went to Korea as a missionary in Sep- 
tember, 1949, was evacuated to Japan in the sum- 
mer of 1950, and returned to the United States in 
December, 1950. 


Mr. Daniels’ wife is the former Nancy Hayter, 
of Abingdon, Va. They have two children. 
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FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


SS WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON 4CO. 
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FOLDING CHAIRS 


Presbyteries Pushing 
Tithing Campaign In 
Spring Meetings 

ATLANTA, Ga. (PN)—According to Dr. Leroy 
P. Burney, of the Program of Progress office here, 
81 of the 85 Presbyteries have booked special Pro- 
gram of Progress presentations to introduce “Our 
Tithing Adventure” during their spring meetings. 
All 85 of the Presbyterials will present the Tithing 
Adventure in their spring meetings. 


General Council Publishes 
Aids To Church Publicity 


The General Council has announced the publica- 
tion of a new booklet entitled Js Your News Show- 
ing? designed to improve your church’s relationships 
with local newspapers. Mats for placement in local 
churches inviting guests to local Presbyterian 
churches are available from the Council at $1 each 
or $7 for a set of eight. Copies of the booklets are 
available at 25 cents each. 


Lakeland Church 


Records Growth 

The Lakeland, Fla., Presbyterian Church has 
announced that since December 1, 1950, 58 new 
members have been added to the church and that an 
everv-member canvass is expected to be the largest 
ever held by the church. A full corps of deacons and 
elders have been elected and installed and all the 
regular departments of the church are functioning 
efficiently. Prayer is being stressed by the church 
as the essential for growth and usefulness. The Rev. 
W. H. Frazer is supply minister. 


Potter Called To 
Air Force Chaplaincy 


The Rev. Richard R. Potter, D.D., pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Sumter, S. C., has 
been recalled to the Air Force as a chaplain, with 
the rank of major. Chaplain Potter reported to 
Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., for processing, 


January 27. After a month of training at Carlisle 


Barracks, Pennsylvania, he has been assigned to his 
permanent station at Westover Air Force Base, 


Springfield, Mass. 
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